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Why Schools?

There are currently:
« Over 1,300 schools in Greater Manchester.
« Paying over £7m in surface water drainage charges per yeatr.

* Moving all down a charging band could save over £3.5m
annually

« Great potential for educational, social and health benefits
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Interest From Schools

» 82 school sites. (57 responded directly others nominated.)
* For all:

Current billing situation

Next lowest SW charging band

Threshold of the next band

Distance (m2) that the school is from that threshold

% change in surface area that that m2 represents for the school

Potential lower charge if the school was in the lower band

Potential annual £ saving

Saving £ per m2 over 5 years (which is also an indication of the maximum viable cost of SUDS per m2 for
each school to obtain a payback within 5 years)

* British Geological Society mapping analysis of ground
conditions

* Interviews with school staff
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Water Resilient Schools:
Building resilience and saving money

through better surface water

management

A pilot with Greater Manchester

Background

Schools

« Al Greater Manchester schools get their water and drainage services from United Utilities. For
surface water drainage, schools are charged according to how much hard-standing type area they
have, as an estimate of how much water goes into the drains. Each school Is in 1 of 9 bands

* In 2016 we worked with United Utilities, Defra and a couple of Manchester schoois to test out the
potential for schools to save money on their drainage costs. We found that if all Greater Manchester
schools moved down 1 charging band then over £2m would be saved per year. The average saving
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School Views on SUDS

« Low awareness of current billing regime

 Very low awareness and understanding of SUDS (especially
by that name)

* Very few schools have any water re-use, conservation or
SUDS on site

* Why interested?

- Potential for financial savings

- Some schools suffering from drainage issues on site

« Strong interest in additional benefits (educational, health,
environmental) of SUDS on site
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School Views on Funding for SUDS

* Understood “invest-to-save” model for SUDS, but...

 Great financial pressure - period of high uncertainty re future “Fair Funding”
 Lack of own capital for investment

 “Comfort-zone” is grant-funding

« Loans are not often an area of prior experience

« Wary of offer of interest-free loans (even from a government backed provider)
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Resources Developed For Schools
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Water Resilient Cities Audit Guide Updated trial version - will be emailed

Surface water management in schools -
how to complete a SuDS Audit

Ready Reckoner Trial version - will be emailed

2 x school case studies 2016 scoping - will be emailed

Video Youtube - will be emailed

11 8ha caire of the school fackerint hars i an sievatad grass sports fekd
d Bumage Academy for Boys.
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