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About CLASP 

• Established in 2008, the source of information for climate 
change professionals in the North West 

• Trusted, independent, authoritative 

• Now part of the Climate UK family – broadening our reach 
across the country 
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What CLASP offers 
• Free support for public sector organisations: 

– Events and training, sharing information and 
developing a valuable network 

– Regular, targeted news updates 
– Practical guidance and resources, developed 

by the sector 
• The broadest range of climate discussions, 

covering: 
– Actions to reduce the threat of climate 

change 
– Actions to adapt North West communities 

to the changes that are already under way 
• A home for innovation and ideas 
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About our 1000+ members 

Diverse 
interests 

Time is 
precious 

Reacting to a 
fast-changing 
policy space 



What we’ve achieved 
• A busy local authority led, North West wide network  

• Over 10,000 person hours of face-to-face engagement 
with: 

– Elected Members 

– Local authority managers and officers  

– Public sector professionals 

• Digital engagement twice a month, through website and e-
newsletter 

 

 

Events are 
interesting and 

informative [and] a 
good opportunity 
to network with 

colleagues across 
the region.  

Principal Officer – Climate 
Change 

Networking at 
events provided 

by CLASP has 
been invaluable. 

Climate Change & 
Sustainability Manager 

The newsletter is 
my primary source 
of information for 

climate change 
related 

information. 
 Principal Development Officer 



What we’ve achieved 
• We’ve supported some “firsts” in UK climate change action: 

– A 3D model to help rural communities plan and act towards a 
sustainable energy future 

– A process for developing Ward and Super Output Area 
climate change adaptation plans 

– A code of practice for solid wall insulation installers 

– Changes to park management practices to make parks more 
resilient and more valuable in a changing climate 

– Development of business models for carbon brokerage 
schemes incentivising carbon sequestration through land 
management 

 



As a result of CLASP, members 
have: 

• Developed policies and strategies to embed sustainability 
in the future of local areas and services 

• Leveraged in funding for energy efficiency, district heating, 
renewable energy, climate resilience and flood risk 
management projects 

• Invested with local businesses to deliver these projects 

• Embedded sustainability in area regeneration projects, 
driving innovation in the supply chain 

• Worked with supply chain businesses, particularly SMEs, to 
build their sustainability capacity and competitiveness 

 



What (free) support is available? 
• Information/Resources/Training (free)  

• CLASP 

• Climate UK 

• Climate Local (coming to an end) 

• Specific programmes 

• Salix Finance  

• Policy research (heaps of research around…) 

• Joseph Rowntree Trust (Climate Just tool & training, with EA 
and CUK) 

• IPPR (policy research)  

 

 



Support that costs £ 

• Consultancy services (£) – Carbon Trust (Public Sector Carbon 
Network); Energy Saving Trust (HEED database); Local 
Partnerships (various schemes e.g. RE:FIT/Spin-outs/Street 
lighting toolkit)  

• Membership services (£) – APSE Energy Collaboration, LGA 

 

• Service provision/partnerships – Sustrans, Ovo Energy, EST 

 

• Finance - Green Investment Bank, DECC’s HNDU support (not 
paid for, but you have to apply) 

 



Other related/sector action 
 

• National Energy Action – research/policy, training, HECA, 
conferences, lobbying with a fuel poverty focus 

• Power to Change/Big Lottery/Esmée Fairbairn – support for 
community enterprises  

• EU funded business support – Resource efficiency/innovation 

• LEPs – EU & other funding and bigger projects  

• National Housing Federation 

• Core Cities – research, working groups 

• TCPA – Special Project & RTPI – Planning Aid and events  

 

 

 



CLASP New Briefings 





Local Authorities’ role in delivering 
a low carbon, sustainable  

local area 

• On table flip charts: Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities & Threats (SWOT)  

 

• Opportunities: innovation – new ways of delivering, 
developing different business models, new 
approaches, new routes to people, turning 
everything on its head? 

 



Group discussion part 2. 

• Using a different colour/post it notes:  

 

• What do you need? (to deliver on strengths; 
overcome weaknesses; develop opportunities and 
counter threats)  

• How can CLASP and other LAs support you?  

 Verbs with actions please – be specific  

 


